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Dear Readers,

The ongoing battle against covid-19
severely pressed hospitals and frontline
workers once again. The virus continuously
changes its disguise and outsmarts our
immune system. The virus indiscriminately
infects people regardless of their age and
underline medical conditions. The young
are no longer invincible. We're not out of
the woods yet. The surge of covid-19 cases
halted elective surgeries in order to allocate
beds and staff members at hospitals. Cancer
patients are forced to postpone their
tumor removals until the surge recedes.
Frontline workers are overwhelmed,
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fatigued, and frustrated as most severely ill
patients are unvaccinated, which are highly
preventable from vaccines. What is worse,
healthcare providers start burning out of
their compassion, the vital component
for bridging the art of caring and medical
science. We are in the war against the virus.
| personally do not like peer pressure, and
everyone has to make sensible decisions
to vaccinate. However, the reality is that we
are in a dire situation. Hospitals cannot give
adequate and proper care to patients who
truly deserve medical attention. Especially
in this time of turmoil, we all are required
to consider what each can do to protect
everyone’s well-being in communities,
not the other way around what hospitals
and governments can do for us. | sincerely
ask you for your pure kindness toward
others. Caring spreads positive energy in
our community, and another kindness
follows. Please, we need to act now with
compassion.

Yusuke Nakagawa
Student Doctor
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